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God. Wherein, if they can succeed without blood (as, under
the present disposition of things, it is very possible they may)
it is to be hoped they will at last be satisfied: Only I would
warn them of a few difficulties. The first is for compromising
that important controversy about the Old Light and the
New; l which otherwise may, after this establishment, split
them as wide as Papist and Protestant, Whig and Tory, or
Churchmen and Dissenters; and consequently the work will
be to begin again. For in religious quarrels, it is of little
moment how few or small the differences are, especially when
the dispute is only about power. Thus the jealous Presby-
terians of the north, are more alienated from the established
clergy, than from the Romish priests; taxing the former
with idolatrous worship, as disguised Papists, ceremony-
mongers, and many other terms of arts, and this for a very
powerful reason, because the clergy stand in their way, which
the Popish priests do not. Thus I am assured, that the
quarrel between Old and New Light men, is managed with
more rage and rancour, than any other dispute of the highest
importance; and this because it serves to lessen or increase
their several congregations, from whom they receive their
contributions.

Another difficulty which may embarrass the Presbyterians
after their establishment, will be how to adjust their claim
of the kirk's independency on the civil power, with the con-
stitution of this monarchy; a point so delicate, that it hath
often filled the heads of great patriots with dangerous
notions of the church-clergy, without the least ground of
suspicion.

As to the Presbyterians allowing liberty of conscience
to those of Episcopal principles, when their own kirk is pre-
dominant, their writers are so universally agreed in the
negative, as well as their practice during Oliver's reign, that
I believe no reasonable Churchman, (who must then be a
dissenter) will expect it.

I shall here take notice, that in the division of employ-
ments among the Presbyterians, after this approaching repeal
of the Test Act, supposing them, in proper time, to have an

1 See "The Correspondent," Nos. I and 2, 1733, an^ note prefixed
to present reprint of "Narrative of Several Attempts for the Repeal of
the Sacramental Test." [T. S.]
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